
By Mead Wilkins 

This edition of the Medina Township, 

Hometown News, is in honor of former 

Medina Township Trustee Rita M. Holt. 

Mrs. Holt died July 10 after a courageous 

battle with cancer. She fulfilled her town-

ship duties up until the time of her death. 

She was a fighter, a winner and invested 

her heart and soul into the betterment of 

the Township. 

Rita first served as a Trustee from 1990 

to 1998 and again from 2008 until her 

death. She was also on the Township 

Zoning Commission for nine years, and 

was the Townshipõs Fire Commissioner 

for eight years. Ms. Holt  was a repre-

sentative on the Medina Co. Planning 

Commission and was an active member 

of the Medina County Township Associa-

tion. 

Residents should be proud of her dedi-

cation, her commitment and her perse-

verance. Speaking for Mike Todd and 

myself, it was a privilege to have known 

and served with her and her memory will 

always cherish. 

By Mead Wilkins 

The Medina Township 

Trustees are pleased to 

announce that after 

years of discussion and 

planning, the Township 

will have a new park 

available to residents. 

The park consists of 34 

acres on Route 3 across 

from Hamlin Road. It will 

be developed as a na-

ture preserve, with the 

variety of wild flowers 

that would have origi-

nally grown in this area. 

A beautiful section of 

the North Branch of the 

Rocky River runs 

through the park. This 

section of the river played an important role for the early 

pioneer settlers by powering the grist mill to grind wheat 

into flour and the saw mill to make lumber to build homes 

as well as supplying water to the early town of Weymouth. 

There will also be 

hiking trails, a picnic 

pavilion and a family 

baseball field for the 

public to enjoy. 

Even though the park 

is on a highly trav-

eled road, because it 

sits well below Route 

3, the park is a quiet 

and serene place of 

natural beauty. Resi-

dents will be able to 

watch the river flow, 

the butterflies flutter 

and the wildflowers 

wave in the wind as 

they relax and enjoy 

the Township the 

way it used to be. 

The land was originally purchased for the Township by 

Trustee Joseph Hoffmann in 1999 from the Siman family. 

The Medina Township Trustees entered into an agreement 

with the Western Reserve Land Conservancy for a         
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Officers Cliff Nicholson and Matt Ventura were recognized  

by Medina County Safe Communities Coalition at itõs annual 

Awards Breakfast at Fox Meadows 

Country Club on Friday, Sept. 25, 

2009. 

For the fifth year in a row, Officer 

Nicholson received the Traffic 

Officer Award for continuously 

making the highest number of 

traffic arrests.  Off. Nicholson can 

be credited for 1299 traffic en-

forcement stops including driving 

under Suspension and  OVI ar-

rests.  His dedication and hard 

work has proven to be a great part in keeping  

the numbers of drunk drivers and people driv-

ing under suspension  off our roads.   

Officer Matt Ventura was given an award to recognize his brave 

efforts in saving the life of a person during a motor vehicle 

crash. 

This award is due to Officer Venturaõs quick action and the 

bravery he demonstrated on May 28, 2009, when he re-

sponded to a two vehicle crash on Hamilton Road. 

Officer Ventura was the first officer from Medina Township to 

arrive on the scene of the accident, and immediately 

went to work to save motorist Susan Haury, who was 

injured and trapped in her vehi-

cle. 

With the assistance of other 

responders, Off. Ventura was 

able to separate the two vehi-

cles, severely reducing the risk of 

Ms. Hauryõs vehicle from catch-

ing  fire.  One vehicle was fully 

engulfed and was at risk of 

spreading to Ms. Hauryõs vehicle.  

Mr. Jim Melillo, a passerby, was 

able to assist Officer Ventura in 

separating the two vehicles by using a chain 

from the back of his truck.  Officer Ventura  

then assisted with the transport to the hospi-

tal by life flight. 

The extraordinary response of various Medina County 

Emergency Personnel was overwhelming and this collabo-

rative effort demonstrates our commitment to serve and 

protect our community.   

The Medina Township Police Department is proud of both 

Officer Nicholson and Officer Ventura for their continuous 

efforts and dedication to keeping our community safe. 

protected with a conserva-

tional easement and is part of 

a ògreenó corridor terminating 

with the Natural History Mu-

seumõs land at Baker Road. 

The Trustees hope in the near 

future that there can be a hik-

ing and biking trail through 

this beautiful wetland area. 

The Nature Preserve is named 

in memory of Trustee Rita 

Holt. With her recent and un-

timely passing, it seems ap-

propriate to honor her with 

this dedication. 

conservational easement be-

cause the òproperty has sig-

nificant scenic, natural,   aes-

thetic and open space valueó. 

Next the Trustees signed a 

lease agreement with the Me-

dina County Park System to 

develop access to the area for 

passive recreational purposes. 

All this was accomplished at 

no cost to Township residents. 

On top of that, Medina Town-

ship received 8 acres of land 

immediately west of TSC on 

Pearl Road with access from 

Fenn Road. This land is already Rita M. Holt Nature Preserve in a  state of natural beauty. 
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